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KING. Friend of the Sun, brother tied to me with strong ropes
of golden love, youth as graceful as a dragon-snake, third in the
royal line! In the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is kincr
Parpahein is the one-eyed rnan among foolish drunkards. Because he
leads a crowd of half-wits, he thinks he can stand against the king
himself. He is still wisdomless, he is still untamed. Unless I destroy
his foolish pride once and for all, he will be a danger to the peace of
the kingdom. Ask me not to pardon him. He has to suffer only for
his crime. He must remain in the stables for full three years, until
his fiery temper is tamed and killed.                                      [Exeunt]

SCENE 6

OUTSIDE THE STABLES
Enter PARPAHEIN.

PARPAHEIN. Ahem, friend Zayathein has taken away all my rank,
all my property, and all my followers. He has put me as an attendant
in the elephant-stables. Yes, yes, everyone has his turn. If I wait
and if I plot, my turn too will come. There is always something for
somebody. Everyone seems to manage to live somehow. Look at the
headless crab, he seems to enjoy life very well. I am the son of a
king, I was born in the palace. I have hands, feet, head. Why should
I not reach my goal? I was hatched among the towers of a golden
palace, I am a seedling from the royal line. What do I care? With a
little luck, I shall have three kings in my hand, and who can have
better cards than those? I will never die until I have killed my
royal brother. I must think out the various advantages my brother
has over me in our fight for the throne. Yes, he has the magic
sword that the king of the gods gave to our ancestor, and which my
royal father gave him with my throne. He has also the magic spear.
I have no weapons. No followers, either. The only thing I can do
is to get the spear and the sword. Yes, I will disguise myself, and
leave this place as if I were an ordinary attendant. I will then climb
the walls of the palace and steal the magic weapons. Afterwards I will
jump on my beloved brother, I will tread on him, and I will kill him.

[Exit.]